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2029 September 30, 1904 

Morbidity and 'mortality from infectious diseases during the year 1903. 

The following infectious diseases with the number of deaths caused 
by them are reported by the general hospital of this port for the year 
1903: 

Enteric fever 11 

Tuberculosis (location not stated) 16 

Tuberculosis of the lungs 14 

Phthisis 14 

Tetanus 18 

Tetanus and bronchitis 1 

Tetanus and pneumonia 1 

Dysentery ( form not specified ) 8 

Psilosis 3 

Fever and ague (a form of filariasis) 1 

Beriberi 1 

During the year 1903 there were treated in the wards of this hos- 
pital 4,983 persons. Of this number 198 died and 204 were still under 
treatment at the end of the year. 

Circular and correspondence relative to West Indian quarantine 

conference. 

[Circular.] 
ADDRESSED TO THE BRITISH COLONIES. 

Downing Street, August 8. 1903. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that my attention has been 
called to the general inconvenience, annoyance, and loss caused by the 
quarantine measures which have been enforced by the various West 
Indian colonies during the past year. 

2. A conference was, as you are aware, held in 1888 to consider the 
question of the adoption of a uniform system of quarantine through- 
out the British West Indies. This conference, which was summoned 
by Lord Gormanston, then governor of British Guiana, took place in 
Demerara, and was attended by delegates from all countries concerned. 
In their report the delegates, while declaring some system of quaran- 
tine to be necessary, agreed that it was desirable to establish a uniform 
system in lieu of the various systems then in existence; but the diver- 
sity in the methods adopted by the different governments and quaran- 
tine authorities during the recent epidemic shows that little progress 
in the desired direction has been achieved during the past fifteen years. 

3. It is, however, not only the continued want of uniformity in 
quarantine methods which appears to demand attention. The time 
has, I think, also come when the West Indian colonies might with 
advantage again consider how far, in view of the recent developments 
of sanitary science, it may not be possible in the interests of trade and 
communication to discard some of the restrictions which have been 
generally thought necessary in the past and to substitute precautionary 
measures of a different nature. 

4. I have, therefore, to propose that, if the various colonies con- 
cerned will consent, another conference on the subject of quarantine 
should be held in the course of the coming winter. This conference 
should, I think, on the ground of general convenience, take place at 
Barbados, and I would suggest that it should be attended by one med- 
ical and one lay representative of each of the colonies of Jamaica, 



